
 

Regular Hours  

Monday – Thursday 10am – 8pm 

Friday and Saturday 10am – 5pm 

Sunday CLOSED 

 

We will be CLOSED on Monday, May 28, 2018 in observance of Memorial Day 

 

 

Bangor Public Library News-- 

May 2018 

 

This Month 

Long-Time Library 

Director, Barbara McDade, 

Checks Out 
 
After 27 years of service, Barbara McDade, 

the Library's seventh director, will retire her 

position on Friday, May 11, 2018. During her 

tenure as Director, Barbara McDade has 

overseen many changes here at the Library 

including opening the "stacks" to allow 

patrons access to a larger variety of books, technology and internet updates to allow for 

internet access and statewide inter-library loan services as well as e-books and other digital 

collections. Through it all, Mrs. McDade has inspired her staff to excel in providing the best 

quality services and has built a collection that fits the public's needs. 

 

For those interested in wishing Mrs. McDade well in her retirement, there will be a public open 

house on Thursday, May 10th from 2 - 7 PM here at the Library. Should you wish to honor her 

years of service with a gift to support the Library, donations are being accepted for the Barbara 

A. McDade endowment Fund which will be used to enhance the Library's book collection. 



 

Replacing Mrs. McDade as the new library Director will be Benjamin "Ben" Treat. Mr. Treat grew 

up in Brewer, graduated Magna cum laude from Bates College and earned his MLS from 

Simmons College. Mr. Treat is the interim director of library services at the University of Maine 

at Augusta, and served as director of the Nottage Library on the Bangor campus. 

He has spent decades in library services serving in many different capacities and will work hard 

to continue the long-standing tradition of building this Library's reputation as an important 

pillar of the community and the state. 
 

Adult Programming 

Historic Fort George 

Disputed Territory  

1779-1783 

 

Fort George in Castine, Maine is on the National 

Register of Historic Places due to the important 

role it played in the American Revolution. Now 

only earthen works show its impressive footprint and the Friends of Castine Fortifications 

group is working on bringing more prominence to the fascinating history of Fort George. 

 

On Saturday, May 12th from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, the Library will be co-hosting several 

programs with Friends of Castine Fortifications related to what life was like at Historic Fort 

George; from Revolutionary War fashion to food to how we learn about the War today. 
 

 

Author Visit 

Wednesday, May 2nd 

6:00 - 7:00 PM 

 
Bruce Robert Coffin is the bestselling author of the 

Detective Byron mystery series and former detective 

sergeant with more than twenty-seven years in law 

enforcement. At the time of his retirement, from the 

Portland, Maine police department, he supervised all 

homicide and violent crime investigations for Maine’s 

largest city. Following the terror attacks of September 

11th, Bruce spent four years working counter-terrorism 

with the FBI, earning the Director’s Award, the highest 

honor a non-agent can receive. His short fiction appears in 



several anthologies, including The Best American Mystery Stories 2016. 

 

To find out more about Bruce, visit his website or find him on Facebook at Bruce Robert Coffin. 
 
 
 
 
 

Downtown Bangor Artwalk 
 

The Downtown Bangor Arts Collaborative is pleased 

to announce the 2018 Downtown 

Bangor First Friday Artwalk series. The 10th 

anniversary series will begin in May and continue 

through October on the first Friday of each month from 5-8 p.m. 

 

The dates are as follows: 

May 4, June 1, July 6, August 3, September 7, October 5 
 
 
 

 

Maine Multicultural Community 
 

Maine Multicultural Community Forum 

Presentations are free, public educational events that 

enlighten, challenge and provoke participants, in support of 

MMCC's mission to "welcome and champion diversity as 

essential to the economic and social vitality of Maine. The 

Library will be co-sponsoring an event on Tuesday, May 22nd 

from 6:00 - 7:30 pm featuring Silvestre Guzman, Director of 

the University of Maine Office of Multicultural Student Life, 

on Fostering an Inclusive and welcoming Community. 

 
 
 
  

 

Abbe Museum's Indian Market 

Information Session  

 
The Abbe Museum is proud to partner with the Bangor 

Public Library to present a unique opportunity for the 

community to learn about juried art markets and their 



importance in the Native community. Passamaquoddy Basketmaker, Gabriel Frey, will be 

hosting an information session about his basketry and his experiences attending markets 

around the country on Tuesday, May 8th from 1:00 - 2:30 pm. He will also be promoting the 

Abbe Museum Indian Market taking place from May 18-20 in downtown Bar Harbor. 

 

For more information about the Abbe Museum's Indian Marketplace, visit their website. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Music Concert 

 

On Wednesday, May 15th from 5 - 6 PM, the Bangor 

Community Chorus returns to usher in the warmer days of 

spring. Currently in its 49th year, the Bangor Community.  

Chorus features singers of varying talents, but finds unity in 

providing fun entertainment for all ages. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Voyage Out: 

Poetry, Prose, Music & Memoir 

Saturday, May 5th @ 3:00 PM 
 

Poet Anne-Marie Fyfe presents readings, talk & music on 

writers and the sea, from great novelists, travel-writers & 

poets of the past - along with readings from the local Maine 

writers who've taken part in her Edge of the Depths 

workshops - to the constant, recurring presence of the sea in 

her first five collections of poetry, to new work from her 

current writing/travel project combining poetry & prose 

memories, of growing up, of life by the sea in Cushendall, and of other coastal locations she’s 

experienced on her travels. (Accompanied with sea-music by Cahal Dallat - 

accordion/mandolin/flute). 
 
 
 
 

 



Yellow Tulip Project 

 
Join the City of Bangor and Greater Bangor Steps in 

connection with the Yellow Tulip Project on Friday, May 4th 

from 3 - 6 PM as we celebrate hope and smash mental health 

stigma with an evening of music, fun activities, stories and 

viewing of Bangor Public Library Yellow Tulip Garden. This 

event kicks-off a weekend series of events dedicated to 

promoting hope, reducing stigma related to youth mental 

health and preventing suicide. To learn more about this event, 

click here. 

 

To learn more about The Yellow Tulip Project visit: www.theyellowtulipproject.com 
 
 
 
 

Computer Classes and Help 

We offer a number of introductory computer classes and are always looking for 

suggestions as well.  We also have computer labs every Wednesday afternoon from 2-4 

pm where anyone can come in and get help. We help with everything from setting up an 

e-mail address to using Skype, Facebook, or tablets. Our librarians are patient, kind, and 

happy to help you figure out how to get the most from the technology 

 

Get comfortable and confident with computers at 

the Bangor Public Library's Computer Lab sessions 

Wednesday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  

Struggling with that new tablet? Need help setting 

up an email account? Curious about using our 

online catalog of ebooks and audio books? Come on by with your questions; bring your 

laptop, e-reader, tablet, or smart phone; or we can use the library computers to get you 

up and running. These classes have covered Gmail 101, Facebook, Skype, How to use 

Cloud Library, and How to use Transparent Language.   

http://www.theyellowtulipproject.com/


 

Free Spring Computer Classes 2018 

 

Join us for a class that will help you find your 

Summer (and Fall, Winter, and Spring!) reads. Using 

resources like NoveList, Goodreads, and the new 

books option on the Bangor Public Library website 

you'll be able to find books by favorite authors as 

well as make new discoveries. And not only can we 

show you how to find new (to you!) books we'll show 

you how to keep track of what you've read and what you're reading-it's both useful and 

terribly satisfying. 

Please call the Reference Department at 947-8336 ext 126 to register for this free class.  

 

Art Exhibits at the Library 

 

The Library is thrilled to welcome local and regional artists back into our spaces! Please 

check back here often to find more information as the year progresses!  

 

If you are interested in exhibiting art in the future, please read and fill out the 

information below. 

 

The Library is proud to now offer four exhibition locations:  

 The Lecture Hall Gallery (third floor) 

 The Cyr Gallery (previously the Bangor Room, third floor)  

 The Stairwell Gallery (new grand staircase) 



 The Stairwell Extension Gallery (2nd floor)  

  

May Exhibitions 

Stairwell Extension Gallery: Sabra 

Ravenscraft 

Nature Through an Artist's Eye 

Sabra likes to paint nature subjects as a way to get out her 

emotions. It helps to process feelings: get out the negative 

and keep the good.  Each season has special feeling 

attached to it.  I hope people enjoy my art and that they 

are comforted by it. 

Sabra is a graduate of Hampden Academy.  She attends programs at both Amicus and 

MVRA.  She has been an artist for many years and taken part in several group 

exhibitions.  She has donated beautiful work to charities such as Arts For Hunger.   Sabra 

is very excited and looking forward to her first solo exhibit.  

 

Stairwell Gallery: Cheri St. 

Germain Walton 

 Writing an artist statement is always a 

challenge.  I feel as if I have no statement.    

I paint in all mediums, draw, make sculpture, 

fold paper, do origami and tessellations.  I 

also write, read, sew, cook, decorate, do carpentry, build furniture.......... have dogs and 

cats and chickens and parakeets.  Until I got too old (just recently) I rode horses 

(dressage) and kayaked.  

No matter what I'm doing I do it with all my heart.   The paintings I have exhibited here 

were mostly inspired by a recent trip to Oregon.  As is my custom, I fell in love with the 

http://ha.rsu22.us/
http://www.amicusgroup.org/Programs/
http://www.mainevocandrehab.com/index.html


place.  I took over 850 pictures, sneaking up on people as they went about their 

business.  The landscape was breathtaking, but it was the people that captivated me 

most. Every day of my three week stay I fell in love with them more as they went about 

their business, calm and quiet, patient and polite, friendly and generous.  I settled on 

people walking their dogs for my painting project.   They seemed to represent 

everything I saw and felt. The relationship I had with them was superficial almost to the 

point of non-existence......the kind of relationships so distant that all I saw was good.  

This is the kind of relationship I find most satisfying.   It is uncomplicated and fleeting.  

It hardly exists at all outside of my own mind. 

For me, painting is all process, no more or less than a child with a coloring book.   The 

doing of it is everything.  I work hard and enjoy my struggles.  The product is a record of 

that enjoyment. Looking at it makes me happy.   When I am gone, I expect my children 

to have a wonderful, giant bonfire to send my otherwise endless productivity aft er me. 

 

 

Lecture Hall and Cyr Galleries:  

Bangor Art Society 

 We are the Oldest, Continuous Art Society in 

the Nation! B.A.S. was established on February 

6, 1875!  

The Bangor Art Society’s inception dates back 

to 1875, when a small group of Bangor artists 

formed the Bangor Art Association for the 

purpose of promoting art and extending art education in Bangor with programs that 

stressed exhibitions of Arts and Crafts,  Paintings, Photographs and Prints. The BAS has 

the distinction of being able to claim the membership of Marsden Hartley, who 

conducted painting classes for the society during the winter months sometime in the 

1940’s. Over the years membership has fluctuated, meetings have been held in various 



venues in Bangor, and its name changed from Bangor Art Association to the Bangor 

Society of Arts, to the Bangor Art Society in the late 50’s.  

What has never changed has been the purpose of the society. Then as now, we are 

dedicated to promoting art and encouraging the creative spirit through a variety of 

programs and events and scholarships to art students. BAS meetings, which often 

feature artist’s presentations, are open to the public, and take place at 6 pm in the 

Bangor Public Library on the fourth Tuesday of the month except during the summer. As 

a non-profit association, some of our yearly events are the BAS All-Member show in 

February, the BAS juried show in May, the Annual Winter Auction in November, and a 

recent inclusion of what promises to be a spectacular summer community event: the 

Paint Bangor Day in the end of July that culminates in a silent auction. We welcome new 

members and new ideas, and take delight in the passion that fuels the creative spirit.  

Visit the BAS website for more information. 

 

Book Groups 

The Bangor Public Library offers many great book groups for readers of all types of 

literature.  Check out our options. 

 

Donations, Endowments and Gifts 

To give donations or learn how to help the library raise funds, visit our website 

 

Children and Teen Programming 
 
The Library will once again be participating in 

Downtown Bangor's Kid Central on Saturday, May 

5th beginning at 10:00 AM. Members from NOAA 

will be here with fun crafts and activities revolving 

http://thebangorartsociety.com/
https://www.bpl.lib.me.us/book-groups/
http://www.bpl.lib.me.us/how_to_help.htm


around endangered species We are looking for participants for our Summer Reading Program 

Bookmark contest. If you have artistic talent- or even if you don't - stop by the Library to pick 

up your blank bookmark and contest rules and get drawing. To learn more about what's going 

on the Children's Department, click here. 

To learn more about what's going on the Teen Department, click here. 

 

 


