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Bangor Public Library News-- 
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Adult Programming 

 

Eclipse Lecture with Shawn Laatsch from Emera 

Planetarium 

When: Wednesday, August 16 at 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM  

Join Shawn Laatsch, Director of the Emera Astronomy Center and President of 
the International Planetarium Society, Inc. for a special presentation about 
the Great American Eclipse of 2017. Total Solar Eclipses are one of the most 

spectacular events in all of nature which humans have observed for millennia. 
Explore how eclipses take place, the different types of eclipses viewable from 

Earth, how to view the upcoming eclipse safely, and share the latest eclipse 
science. Along the way Laatsch will look at cultural views of eclipses and 
share his experiences of viewing total eclipses during his career in astronomy  
education.  
 



About Shawn:  
M.S. Earth and Space Sciences Shawn has over 25 years of experience in 

planetariums having directed facilities in Hawaii, Kentucky, and Maryland as 
well as managing the construction and installation of a number of facilities in 

the US and abroad. He is responsible for all operations and management of 
the Emera Astronomy Center. 

 

Shawn serves as President Elect (President in 2017-2018) of the International 
Planetarium Society, Inc. the world’s largest organization of planetarium 
professionals and is a NASA JPL Solar System Ambassador. He has a passion 

for cultural and historical astronomy, and sharing the wonders of the universe 
with people of all ages. 

 

The Writers Connection 

**Starting in September 

 

When: Every Tuesday @ 5pm to 7pm  

*This is a Library Sponsored Program - But it is administered by a community 
partner* 

A free and open writing group offering support, criticism, and advice for 
writers on the path to publication. 



Policy 

 All forms of writing accepted. 
 Critiques of other's works are voluntary. 
 Posting: done through a shared Google Drive folder. 
 Post by Saturday evening (include names and page numbers). 

 No more than three pieces per week (one per person). 
 Do not explain your piece before it's been read. 

o  
 Give as little context as possible (e.g. "this is an excerpt").  

 Keep the weekly word count below 10,000 words between all pieces.  

o  
 If your piece is too long, break it up or save it for the next 

meeting. 

For more infomation go to 
 https://sites.google.com/writeconnect.org/home/begin 

 

 

Jazz Night with Swingmatism 

Thursday August 24, 2017 from 5:30-7 PM 

  

 

https://sites.google.com/writeconnect.org/home/begin


 

Adult Coloring Night 

Join us to color away some stress and 
brighten your day. We supply the 

coloring sheets and 
pens/pencils/crayons and you bring 

your creativity. Sometimes it's nice to 
color inside the lines. 

Every Monday night from 5pm-7pm 

on the 2nd floor in the 1812 
Reading Room.   

 

 

2017 Summer Music 
Series 

Kickoff: Tuesday, June 13th with The 
Bangor Band from 7-8 PM. 

The Summer Music Series is a free, 

public event and it begins in June and 
happens every Wednesday from 7-8 PM all 
the way through August. 

  

 

Dirigo Speaks Presents: Best-Selling Author 
Christina Baker-Kline 

WHEN: Tuesday, August 8 at 5:30 PM 
WHERE: Bangor Public Library, 145 Harlow Street, Bangor, ME 

https://www.bpl.lib.me.us/summer-music-series/


Registration for this event is now CLOSED. If you would like to be put 
on the waitlist contact Kimberly Merrifield at 

kmerrifield@bangordailynews.com 

Kline is the author of five novels, including the #1 New York Times bestsell ing 
Orphan Train. Her other novels include Bird in Hand, The Way Life Should Be, 

Desire Lines and Sweet Water. Her writing has appeared in The New York  
Times, the San Francisco Chronicle, LitHub, Psychology Today, among other 

places. She lives outside of New York City and on the coast of Maine. Her 
latest work, A Piece of the World, tells the story of Christina Olson, the real-
life muse of artist Andrew Wyeth as portrayed in his 1948 

masterpiece, Christina’s World. It is a story about the burdens and blessings 
of family history, and how an artist and muse can come together to forge a 

new and timeless legacy. We honored to welcome Christina Baker-Kline to 
Dirigo Speaks and hope you will join us for this special evening.  

 

Art Exhibits at the Library 

 
The Library is thrilled to welcome local and regional artists back into our 

spaces! Please check back here often to find more information as the year 
progresses! 

 
If you are interested in exhibiting art in the future, please fill out the attached 

application form here. 
 
The Library is proud to now offer three exhibition locations: 

 The Lecture Hall Gallery (third floor) 

 The Cyr Gallery (previously the Bangor Room, third floor) 
 The Stairwell Gallery (new grand staircase) 

 

August Exhibition:  

Cyr Gallery - Michael Lewis 

Mike Lewis, (AKA The Mighty Lark,) began 
painting, drawing and illustrating professionally 
in the summer of 2003. He holds a BFA in 

Illustration from Syracuse University and an 
MFA in Studio Arts from Maine College of Art. 

The Mighty Lark's work has appeared in 

https://www.bpl.lib.me.us/s/2017-Artist-Application.pdf


magazines, coloring books, zines, and journals as well as on logos, t-shirts, 
phone cases, and tote bags. His paintings and drawings have been displayed 

on everything from billboards in New Orleans, to solo shows on gallery walls 
in Seattle, Portland, ME, Astoria, OR and New Hampshire, and in group shows 

across the United States and in Portugal and Ireland. In 2013 and 2014, 
Mighty Lark taught continuing studies courses in drawing, painting, and 
journaling at the Maine College of Art. He has taught 2D Design, Digital 

Foundations and Illustration at Southern Maine Community College since 
January of 2013. 

For more information : www.mightylark.com 

  

August Exhibition:  

Stairwell Gallery - Ken 
Putnam 

Kenneth Putnam first love for art started at 

the Bangor Senior Center. He was inspired to 
take classes at UMO as a part of the art 
program for seniors at the age of 68. He 

started the basis of Drawing I and II and 
learned great technical skills to pursue his 

love for art. Then taking 2D-Design which 
gave him a strong foundation in color. Taking 
Anatomy and Figure Drawing helped him 

learn how to draw the human body from the 
skeleton to the human exterior.  Landscape 

and Figure Painting helped him be able to blend figures with nature. This is 

the direction his art has been going in ever since and are the main things 

that are used a lot to express his art today.  

For more information email kayack11@yahoo.com 

 

August Exhibition: 

Lecture Hall Gallery - Eric 
Darling 

Eric Darling is a self-taught artist native to 
New England. He went west to earn a BA in 

Anthropology at San Diego State 
University.  Interests such as archeology, 

http://www.mightylark.com/
mailto:%20kayack11@yahoo.com


travel and raising a family, as well as an overall appreciation for the natural 
world are all evident in Darling’s work.  Using elements from his photography, 

and focusing on the negative space, Darling catches impressions of fleeting 
moments with oil on canvas.  He now lives and produces art in Midcoast 

Maine.  

To contact please visit www.ericdarlingart.com 

 

 

Computer Classes and Help 

We offer a number of introductory computer classes and are always looking 
for suggestions as well.  We also have computer labs every Wednesday 

afternoon from 2-4pm where anyone can come in and get help. We help with 
everything from setting up an e-mail address to using Skype, Facebook or 

Tablets. Our librarians are patient, kind, and happy to help you figure out how 
to get the most from the technology. 

 

 

  

Get comfortable and confident with computers at the Bangor Public Library's 
Computer Lab sessions 

Wednesday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  

Struggling with that new tablet? Need help setting up an email account? 
Curious about using our online catalog of ebooks and audio books? Come on 

by with your questions; bring your laptop, e-reader, tablet, or smart phone; 
or we can use the library computers to get you up and running. These classes 

have covered Gmail 101, Facebook, Skype, How to use Cloud Library, and 
How to use Transparent Language.  

 

ALL CLASSES ARE FREE.  
Questions? Call the Reference Department at 947-8336 ext 126. 

http://www.ericdarlingart.com/


 

Fall Computer Classes Resume Tuesday, 
September 19th, 2017 

 

Book Groups 
 
 

 
Not Your Ordinary Book Group  

We read popular fiction, edgy and uncensored, and meet once a 

month on Thursday nights at 6:00 pm.  This is NOT your 
traditional literary fiction book group.  All books are chosen by 

our members, with an initial online vote to narrow down our 
choices.  The final books are decided in person at the meetings. 
 

Learn more about the NYOBG 
  

  

 

 

 

 

The Usual Suspects 

Mystery lovers continue to discuss this popular genre 
through the Spring! 

This group is open to the public and registration is not 
required; feel free to drop in at anytime! For more 
information, contact the Library's Business Manager, Tina 

Hustus here.   

 

 

http://notyourordinarybookbanter.blogspot.com/
mailto:thustus@bpl.lib.me.us


 
The upcoming books are as followed: 

J U L Y  

Cocaine Blues by Kerry Greenwood. 
(July 12th) 

The series debut, which explains how the irrepressible 

flapper (the series is set in the 1920s) became a detective 
on Australia. The main character, Phryne, stumbles into a 

case involving two of the 1920s' signature evils: cocaine and 
back-alley abortions. All while leaving her mark on 
Melbourne from beginning to end. 

 

 

A U G U S T  

 The Laughter House by Paul Cleave. (August 2nd) 

Here is a real mystery. Set in New Zealand, Hero 
Theodore Tate is an ex-cop who lost his job due to a 

myriad of things while being hit with many personal life 
tragedies. Paul Cleave is riveting in his approach as he 

connects every string throughout the book that leaves you 
with the final effect of tingling in your neck that tells us 
an artist is at work. 

 

 

 

 



S E P T E M B E R   

Dead Before Dying by Deon Meyer. (September 
6th) 

Police captain Mat Joubert is near suicidal after 

the death of his wife. While being assigned to 
a pressing investigation, he tries to change his 
life around for the better. Meyer subtly 

juxtaposes the heartbreak of the victims 
families with the heartbroken detective 

assigned to their cases. Using humor and 
pathos in equal measure, Meyer builds a 
deeply moving portrait of a man in search of 

his own dignity. 

Please note: The group meets from 5:30-7 pm 
in one of the Business Center Rooms on the 

2nd floor (subject to availability).  Check the 
Digital Sign next to the Elevator when you 
arrive to confirm which room to find me. 

 

Lit Chicks Book Group 

Our Lit Chicks Book Group is the library's more traditional book group.   Led by 
Maggie, one of our reference librarians, the group meets the first Tuesday of 

every month at 2:00 pm.  All the reads are chosen by Maggie and lean toward 
contemporary and literary fiction.  She is very conscious of providing 

members of the group with shorter reads that also have interesting topic 
matters to discuss at the meetings. Please be aware that participants are not 
limited to females, but the book selections may be decidedly feminine. Like 

the services of the Library, this program is FREE to anyone living in Maine.  

Lit Chicks is done for spring of 2017 and will start back up this 
fall  

Other Book Clubs: 

Bangor LGBTQ Bookgroup 

(This group is not run by the library) 

A book group for queer, questioning, and allied 

readers in the Bangor area. This is an open group, 
and anyone can join or drop in, as this is a 



registration free event.  
 

We meet every second Thursday each month at 6pm in the Board Room at the 
Bangor Public Library. Though we meet at the library, we are not affiliated 

with the library and welcome all members of the public into our group.  
 
If you are having trouble finding our book of the month on our Facebook 

wall and Goodreads page please let us know and we'll figure something out 
for you.  

 

 

Children’s Programming 

Regular Children’s programming has ended for the summer.  We will begin 

again in September.  In the meantime, be sure to participate in our Summer 

Reading Program.  Cool prizes for signing up and anyone who participates in 

the Children’s Summer Reading Program will be entered in to a drawing for a 

chance to win and brand new bicycle and safety helmet generously donated 

by the Rising Virtue # 10 Masonic Lodge. 

 

Teen Programming 

Regular Teen programming has ended for the summer.  We will begin again in 

September.  In the meantime, be sure to participate in our Teen Summer 

Reading Program.  Have fun earning badges all summer long.  For each badge 

you earn, your name will be entered in to a weekly drawing for a $15.00 gift 

card to a local business.  Earn all of the badges and be entered in to a 

drawing for the grand prize, an iPad!  We will also have a photography and 

short story contest.  The winner of these contests will win a bike and safety 

helmet generously donated by the Rising Virtue # 10 Masonic Lodge.  Movies 

and fun weekly programs will also be a part of the fun.  For more information, 

visit the Teen Website. 

https://www.facebook.com/Bangor-Area-LGBTQ-Book-Club-215726992202863/
https://www.facebook.com/Bangor-Area-LGBTQ-Book-Club-215726992202863/
https://www.goodreads.com/user/show/62048682-bangor-area-lgbtq-book-club
https://www.bpl.lib.me.us/summer-reading-program/

